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Bringing new surgical technologies to
those who need them most by
ensuring our activities and reach are

. — inclusive and reflective of the needs
Developing medical devices, of underserved groups.
diagnostics and digital
technologies to improve Building capabilities in the generation
surgical care. of evidence for HealthTech and

improving knowledge of market

access requirements

Welcome to the HealthTech
Research Centre in Accelerated

Surgical Care newsletter. Our Research Themes

e Theme1- Early Diagnosis and
e Theme 2 - Minimally Invasive Therapies

The NIHR HealthTech Research Centre in and Extended Redlities
Accelerated Surgical Care is part of the NIHR and ¢ Theme 3 - Assisted Healing and
hosted by Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust in Rehabilitation

partnership with University of Leeds.

Email: hrc-surgical@leeds.ac.uk ¢ TlmeI.y clinical evaluation
http://hrc-surgical.nihr.ac.uk * Surgical Care Observatory

Sustainability & NHS net carbon zero
. -
Follow us f X .m.L ’]




MEDICA - Leading International Trade Fair

We attended MEDICA trade fair in Germany
where we took part in a panel discussion "The
NHS unlocked: Panel perspectives on
priorities, innovation, and partnership” with
Dr. Andrew Keen (NHS Grampian), lain
Hennessey (Alder Hey Innovation), and Prof.
Dr. Ged Byrne (NHS England). The focus of
this discussion was surgical care, digital
health, and health equity. The panel was
chaired by Tobias Wobbe.

Vee Mapundee, Co-Director

We also delivered a session on our HRC at
the Medilink North of England stand/area.
We heard from other centres about their
aspirations and current initiatives to
accelerate the adoption and implementation
of HealthTech in their settings.

Arriving back in Leeds we have a few

interesting technologies to explore forthe  The above photo was taken with the German
HRC. Federal Minister of Health, Nina Warken.
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/iainhennessey/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/iainhennessey/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tobiaswobbe/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/medilink-noe/

NIHR Net Zero Innovation Catalyst

NIHR | i

NIHR Net Zero
Innovation Catalyst

Building on the success of the pilot Innovation for Healthcare Net Zero Programme
in spring 2025, the National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) is
launching the NIHR Net Zero Innovation Catalyst. The Catalyst supports early-stage
innovators in embedding sustainable practices into their innovations and advancing
toward translational funding applications and adoption.

Delivered in partnership with Pd-m, sustainability specialists within HealthTech
product design, the Catalyst offers innovators hands-on support from academic,
clinical, and industry expertise in sustainability and HealthTech. In alignment with
the DHSC ‘Design for Life’ framework for establishing a circular economy of reuse,

remanufacture and recycling in medical products. The three-month CPD accredited
programme equips innovators with practical approaches and knowledge to embed
sustainability within their innovations.

A £7,500 prize fund will be split between exceptional innovators participating in the
Catalyst to support future development and evidence generation for follow-on
funding applications.

Applicants to the Catalyst will be expected to:

demonstrate a basic level of carbon literacy, including an understanding of Net
Zero and carbon emissions

be developing a HealthTech innovation, at technology readiness levels 2 - 4
(later-stage innovations may be considered, by exception)

o be seeking funding for further development of the innovation

o have a commitment to embedding sustainability into practice

Find our more here



https://www.pd-m.com/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/679ca015a9ee53687470a2ed/design-for-life-roadmap.pdf
https://hrc-surgical.nihr.ac.uk/get-involved-2/nihr-net-zero-catalyst/
https://hrc-surgical.nihr.ac.uk/get-involved-2/nihr-net-zero-catalyst/

The Sustainability and Simulation Theatre fo
Academia and Industry (SUSTAIN)

N I H R r HealthTech Research Centre
Accelerated surgical care

Sustainability & 1,'/J1  Net Zero
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Funded by the Department of Health and Social Care in
alignment with the Design for Life Roadmap, SUSTAIN is a
high-fidelity simulated operating theatre providing a testbed
for circular innovations, enabling industry and academia to
evaluate new technologies, improve decision-making, and
train healthcare teams in sustainable practices. Based in the
site of the first operating theatre at Leeds General Infirmary,
dating back to 1869, circularity is at the core of SUSTAINs
mission.

Our Aim: To Support ‘Building the Leeds Way’ by reducing
the carbon footprint and generate high-impact case-studies
to spur adoption across the NHS.

Our Ambition: SUSTAIN is a real-life simulated surgical
operating-suite environment, with integrated sensor and
monitoring systems, that offers companies and care
providers the opportunity to develop, test and implement
physical and digital solutions into real-life settings.

A Testbed: SUSTAIN will capture and accurately assess both
the environmental and human-factors impact of the pathway
or innovation being tested. Supporting effective, relevant
care innovations to get to market in a standardised way
which meets the needs of both the end-users and the
requirements of clinicians and hospitals.

Find our more here
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https://hrc-surgical.nihr.ac.uk/get-involved-2/sustain/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nihr-research/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nihr-research/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nihr-research/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/roysocchem/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/roysocchem/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dhsc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dhsc/

MedTech World

We spoke about the work we are undertaking at MedTech World
2024 in Malta and made some strong connections with lots of UK
start-ups, we also had promising conversations with non-UK
start-ups. Discussions around potential projects and
collaborations will be taking place in New Year.

Brilliant innovation is happening everywhere, the bottleneck is
translation - moving from idea to real-world impact. We all have
the same problems when it comes to accelerating research to
clinical implementation, winning in a crowded market, building
with the end in mind, pitching stories investors can believe,
innovating for the frontline (primary care), navigating regulations
and trusting artificial intelligence (Al).

The fact that human factors and implementation science were
part of the conversation shows the industry is maturing beyond
“tech-first” thinking into ‘system-first” thinking.




Canada-UK Life Sciences
Day: Quantum Research
in Medicine
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Surgical Observatory Theme -
Anounance New Podcast

What an incredible day at the
Canada-UK Life Sciences Day:
Quantum Research in Medicine—
hosted at the iconic Canada House
and organised by the Canada-UK

Chamber of Commerce, in
partnership with the High
Commission of Canada in the United
Kingdom | Haut-commissariat du
Canada au Royaume-Uni and
AxialBridge.

The day opened with a warm
welcome and thought-provoking
keynote presentations from two

global leaders in quantum science:

want to understand our Surgical Observatory theme in
Accelerated Surgical Care HealthTech Research
Dr. Barry Sanders, Scientific Centre, then this podcast is for you.

Director of Calgary’s Quantum City
and Professor & Director of the
Institute for Quantum Science and
Technology at the University of

Discover why sociotechnical thinking is essential for
improving surgical care within the NHS. In this
episode, Helen Hughes and Emma Findlay introduce

Calgary the Surgical Care Observatory, a pioneering initiative
Professor lan Walmsley CBE FRS, that looks beyond technology to understand the

Director of the Oxford Quantum human and organisational factors shaping patient
Institute, University of Oxford outcomes.

& Listen now: https://Inkd.in/etuucVy?2



https://www.linkedin.com/company/canada-uk-chamber-of-commerce/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/canada-uk-chamber-of-commerce/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hccanuk/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hccanuk/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hccanuk/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hccanuk/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/axialbridge-inc/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/barry-sanders-69b5519/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ian-walmsley-1b18ba68/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nihr-hrc-surgical/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nihr-hrc-surgical/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/helen-hughes-3757762b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/emma-findlay-6962ab81/
https://lnkd.in/etuucVy2

Events *

The events calendar is now available on our website, this will be populated
with events that might be of interest.
You can subscribe to the calendar so that you are notified of events.

Soft Robotics for Healthcare 26 19-20 January 2026

A Masterclass in the Design and Conduct of Complex Intervention Evaluations
26 January 2026

National HealthTech Series (Southampton) 29 January 2026

2026 NIHR Post Doctoral Event: Thriving in Transition 29 January 2026

Masterclass in the Design and Conduct of Complex Intervention Evaluations
2 February 2026

Masterclass in the Design and Conduct of Complex Intervention Evaluations
9 February 2026

Minoritised Life Scientists Future Forum 2026
23 - 25 March 2026

Manchester Health Series 2025/2026 26 March 2026

Save the Date

SurgTech 2026

8™ & 9" October 2026
Headingley Stadium, Leeds LS6 3BR

~ Scan the QR code for latest information

@
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https://hrc-surgical.nihr.ac.uk/events/
https://hrc-surgical.nihr.ac.uk/event/soft-robotics-for-healthcare-26/
https://hrc-surgical.nihr.ac.uk/event/a-masterclass-in-the-design-and-conduct-of-complex-intervention-evaluations/
https://hrc-surgical.nihr.ac.uk/event/national-healthtech-series-southampton/
https://hrc-surgical.nihr.ac.uk/event/2026-nihr-post-doctoral-event-thriving-in-transition/
https://hrc-surgical.nihr.ac.uk/event/masterclass-in-the-design-and-conduct-of-complex-intervention-evaluations/
https://hrc-surgical.nihr.ac.uk/event/masterclass-in-the-design-and-conduct-of-complex-intervention-evaluations-2/
https://hrc-surgical.nihr.ac.uk/event/minoritised-life-scientists-future-forum-2026/
https://hrc-surgical.nihr.ac.uk/event/manchester-health-series-2025-2026-3/

HealthTech Funding Opportunities

The following are funding streams that are suitable for collaborative applications
with the HealthTech Research Centre in Accelerated Surgical Care.

We advise all potential applicants to discuss their potential applications well in
advance of the application deadline.

JTC 2026 - Access to Care 2 February 2026

NIHR Application Development Award for Health and Care Professionals
4 February 2026

Women in Innovation Awards 2025/26 4 February 2026

BBSRC 2025 Transformative Research Technologies (25TRT) 11 February 2026

Gap Fund: single-step support for medical product development 11 Mach 2026

PBIAA Secondments December 2026

Funding streams with no time limits

The Horizon Europe Pump Priming Programme
Northern Powerhouse Investment Fund Il
Innovate UK Business Growth — RTO Voucher scheme
University of Huddersfield Health Innovation Partnership
UK Innovation & Science Seed Fund
Creative England Investments
The British Business Bank
Efficacy and mechanism evaluation programme — fast-track scheme — no deadlin

Global Innovation Fund - rolling deadline
British Heart Foundation New Horizons Grants — no deadline
Cardiovascular Small Meetings & Events Funds
EIC Accelerator
Ignite Vouchers
Amplify Grants
BHF Healthcare Implementation Fund
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https://www.thcspartnership.eu/funding/jtc-2026-access-to-care.kl
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/application-development-award-health-and-care-professionals/2025415?source=chainmail
https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/opportunities/women-in-innovation-awards-2025-26/
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/bbsrc-2025-transformative-research-technologies-25trt/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/gap-fund-single-step-support-for-medical-product-development/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.imbe.leeds.ac.uk/home/epsrc-place-based-impact-acceleration-account/pbiaa-secondments/
https://iuk.ktn-uk.org/programme/european/horizon-europe/pump-priming/
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/finance-options/nations-and-regions-investment-funds/northern-powerhouse-investment-fund-ii/equity-finance
https://ore.catapult.org.uk/resource-hub/case-studies/innovate-uk-business-growth-rto-voucher-scheme
https://huddshealthinnovation.org/support/#form-general
https://ukinnovationscienceseedfund.co.uk/
https://ukinnovationscienceseedfund.co.uk/
https://www.wearecreative.uk/support/creative-enterprise/invest/
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/explore-nihr/funding-programmes/efficacy-and-mechanism-evaluation.htm
https://www.globalinnovation.fund/apply-for-funding
https://www.bhf.org.uk/for-professionals/information-for-researchers/what-we-fund/new-horizon-grants
https://www.bhf.org.uk/for-professionals/information-for-researchers/what-we-fund/small-meeting-grants
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator_en
https://www.wybusiness-skills.com/business-support/growth-support/innovation-hub/innovation-programmes/innovation-grants/
https://www.wybusiness-skills.com/business-support/growth-support/innovation-hub/innovation-programmes/innovation-grants/
https://www.bhf.org.uk/for-professionals/healthcare-professionals/innovation-in-care/bhf-healthcare-implementation-fund

